Broad Axe Village
Traffic Meeting
October 8, 2020









Introductions
Recap February 27, 2020 Meeting
Review Proposed Location of Speed Humps
Review Proposed Intersections Alterations &Cost
Answer Written Questions
Open Discussion
Build Consensus Toward a Preferred Approach
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Roman Pronczak, Township Manager
Sandy Koza, P.E., PTOE
David Mrochko, Assistant Township Manager
Jim Blanch, P.E., Township Engineer
Lt. William Armstrong, Whitpain Police Department
Sgt. Frank Franco, Whitpain Police Department
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 Attended by approximately 25 neighbors
 The thresholds for traffic calming were met by
studies McMahon performed in the field
 Various options were discussed, and neighborhood
consensus began to form around:
 Temporary speed humps that could be made
permanent, or alternatively, could be removed
upon neighborhood request
 An examination of physical modifications to
intersections
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Estimated Cost:
$638,000
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Estimated Cost:
$498,000
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Estimated Cost:
$160,000
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Will snow plowing be impacted? Your presentation noted that “snow
removal operations require training” can you elaborate further? Plow
truck drivers simply need to be aware of the speed humps. If installed, the
Township would opt for speed humps that have minimum impact on plows.

We are concerned about how adding speed humps will effect the current
drainage issue in our neighborhood. We do not want more water flowing
towards our property because of the speed humps. How will the township
handle this? The Township shares this concern. However, it should be noted
that the installation of speed humps does not increase impervious surface and
speed humps will be installed so they don’t alter drainage flows.

We would like to be consulted regarding the exact location of the hump at
2 Whitpain. Will there be an approval process for homeowners where
humps will be placed in front of their properties? Yes, if there is strong
community consensus for the installation of speed humps, we will speak with
homeowners directly in the field. It should be noted, that PennDOT guidelines
dictate the placement of speed humps (distance from driveways, intersections,
etc.).
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The curve on Meade Road makes it difficult to see what is
around the curve, It makes sense to me to have 2 speed humps
and signs when approaching the curve, from either direction.
After installing the initial proposed speed humps, others can be
added if needed and supported by the community.

Would like more details about it. Is that the speed bump
signage only or additional signs instead of the speed bumps or
a combo? Speed humps require additional signage to indicate that
they are present. Outside of speed humps, appropriate signage could
be added as necessary.
Can we add one more speed hump between Ivy and Meade on
Whitpain? We would prefer to begin with the speed hump location
noted earlier in this presentation and then reevaluate to see if they
are working as planned. Once this reevaluation occurs, the
community and the Township can work cooperatively to see if the
initial speed humps should remain or if additional speed humps
should be added.
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Wish we could revisit the 15 mph with a speed camera in the neighborhood or make more
one-way entry and exit points.
I’d like to see the speed limit reduced to 15 or 20.
The 25 mph posted speed limits in the neighborhood are established by the motor vehicle code.
One-way entry points are possible, but this would impact residents and your visitors.
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No cut thru signs might help. These signs
are not enforceable, but if the community is
interested in them, we can explore
installing the sign.

I would like a no right-hand turn sign
when exiting bank lot onto Ivy Road. - I
believe this will be taken care of when
the shopping center is redone however
we don't see the harm in taking care of it
before then! The Township has
approached representatives of the property
owner and they are receptive to the
installation of a “no right turn” sign. We
hope to have this installed within a matter
of weeks.
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Gated community - I think we actually discussed this during our meeting in February – although
this would solve our problem with cut through traffic I am not sure this would be something the
entire community would be behind. It was a comment however so I wanted to share it - is this
even an option? Based on a preliminary analysis by the Solicitor’s office, becoming a private community
does not appear to be legally possible. Additionally, becoming a private community would be costly for
residents. A conventional 1.5” mill and overlay would cost $175,000 in today’s economy for the 10,315
square yards of road surface in the community. Road resurfacing would have to occur every 8-10 years.
This does not include other costs associated with private communities like snow plowing, gates, ID
systems to operate gates, etc.
Stricter enforcement, addition of traffic cameras with fines that increase with each offense. In PA,
cameras can’t be used for speed enforcement with the exception of first-class cities and even then
special legislative action is necessary.
We would like to see the proposed redesigns of the two intersections in the neighborhood. Please
see slides 9, 10, & 11
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